
































The Modern World-System and the Corsairs of North Africa
MOMOI Jiro
Abstract　 The corsairs, based in the regencies of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli of the 
Ottoman Empire, ravaged the Mediterranean for three centuries since the end of 
the 15th century.  The history of North African corsairs can be divided into three 
periods: 1) the period of birth in the late 15th and 16th centuries, 2) the period of 
persistence in the 17th and 18th centuries, and 3) the period of decline in the early 
19th century.  The period of birth was the time when the Ottoman Empire and the 
Spanish Empire fought for supremacy in the Mediterranean Sea and the corsairs 
were active.  The period of persistence was the time when the North African 
regencies signed peace treaties with European countries and the corsairs had 
settled down.  The period of decline was the time when the corsairs were abolished 
as a result of the adoption of the resolution banning corsairs by the European Great 
Powers and the military pressure on the North African regencies.
　 During the three periods, the Modern World-System came into existence in 
Europe.  In the “long” 16th century and “long” 17th century of the World-Systems 
analysis, North Africa was still in the external arena of the Modern World-System.  
However, it was in the latter half of the “long” 18th century that the Modern World-
System entered the period of re-expansion, North Africa came to be politically and 
economically incorporated into the Modern World-System and began to be 
peripheralized.
　 From the perspective of World-Systems analysis, the corsairs of North Africa, 
right from the end of the 15th century to the beginning of the 19th century, 
remained a form of conflict between the Modern World-System and another World-
System that the regencies belonged to.  In addition, the presence of North African 
corsairs prevented Spain from conquering North Africa during the 15th and 16th 
centuries, and as a result, delayed the incorporation of North Africa into the 
Modern World-System.  However, in the early 19th century, the corsairs of North 
Africa were abolished for being an obstacle to the activities of the Capitalist World-
Economy.  After the abolition of corsairs, who were a barrier to the expansion of the 
Modern World-System, North Africa was incorporated into the World-System and 
peripheralized.
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